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Do You Need Help  
or Information? 

 

The following numbers are provided for your convenience. Please feel free to call  
these numbers when you need assistance. 
 

EMERGENCY “After Hours” Duty Worker (MCFD) 
Contact Number: 1-800-663-9122 
• Foster Parents are encouraged to call this number in the event of an 

EMERGENCY or CRISIS concerning a child in their care, occurring after regular 
office hours. 

  

FOSTER PARENT SUPPORT LINE (MCFD) 
Call Toll Free: 1-888-495-4440 
Weekdays: 4:00pm to 12:45am 
Statutory Holidays & Weekends: 8:00am to 12:45am 
If you have a n immediate concern relating to child in your care we are here to help 
you and will provide: 
• Fast response for urgent issues outside regular office hours. 

• Professional support, information and consultation. 
 

PROTOCOL SUPPORT WORKER TEAM (FPSSS) 
TOLL FREE 1-888-922-8437 
The FPSS Society office can arrange for a support person to help you through a 
Protocol Investigation.  

• The support person can answer your questions, attend any interviews with you, 
and give you information about the investigation. 

 

FPSS SOCIETY COORDINATORS (FPSSS) 
TOLL FREE 1-888-922-8437 
Weekdays 9:00am to 4:00pm—Closed Weekends and Statutory Holidays 
The FPSSS Coordinators are available 5 days a week to assist you.  

• There are three FPSS Society Offices—Victoria (778-430-5460), Nanaimo (250-390
-9686), Campbell River (250-286-0555), and one Local Coordinator in Port Hardy 
(250-949-7397) and one in Port Alberni (250-724-9655). 

• Coordinators are available to assist foster parent in obtaining current 
information; support services for caregivers; on-going training and development 
opportunities; peer support and mentoring; and BC Foster Care Education 
Program information. 

 

The Island Connection is now  accepting advertising from 
local Vancouver Island merchants and businesses.  

Do you have goods or services that would be useful and 
beneficial to foster parents and/or community service 
providers?  

Why not place an advertisement in this publication—
The Island Connection? Businesses extending a 
discount to foster families will receive a 10% 
discount on advertising costs. 

Newsletter Distribution: all Vancouver Island foster 
families, ministry offices and posted to  our 
website.  

Contact Margaret Howley at 778-430-5462 or Toll Free at 1-888-922-
8437 for information about our extremely affordable pricing. Some restrictions apply. 

Proceeds from the sale of advertising space will be used to offset printing costs 
and Foster Parent Special Events. 

 

 



GUIDELINE TO THE FAMILY CARE RATE—2009* 

Basic Foster Care Costs (per month) Ages 0-11years Ages 12-19 years 

Food 135.04 183.35 

Housing 149.51 183.35 

Transportation 67.52 76.89 

Personal Needs 14.46 17.74 

Recreation 33.78 35.50 

Clothing 81.98 94.63 

Sub-total 482.29 591.46 

Additional Family Care Costs  Ages 0-11years Ages 12-19 years 

Education 25.72 31.85 

Babysitting 86.81 57.33 

Transportation 61.09 60.51 

Personal Spending 41.79 54.14 

Gifts/ Activities 61.09 60.51 

Equipment/ Recreation 45.03 54.15 

Sub-total 321.53 318.49 

Total Maintenance  (per month) 803.82 909.95 

*The amounts in each category are estimates of what is required for most children.  
Actual costs will vary between categories, with some caregivers spending more  

in some categories but less in others. The total amounts should be sufficient to cover  
the actual costs for most children.  (Estimates  developed by Dan Malone, FPSSS) 

The Relief Foster Care Rates 

Restricted (for a child aged 0 to 11 yrs)  $36.79 

Restricted (for a child aged 12 to 19 yrs)  $40.33 

Regular (for a child aged 0 to 11 yrs)    $36.79 

Regular (for a child aged 12 to 19 yrs)    $40.33 

Level 1 (all ages)        $55.60 

Level 2 (all ages)        $68.35 

Level 3 (all ages)        $90.89 

RATES EFFECTIVE APRIL 1, 2009 
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The following is a listing of Ministry approved homes 
willing to provide Relief Care for foster parents. This list 
is for information purposes only.  Foster parents must 

make their own arrangements with the prior knowledge 
and approval of their Resource Worker. 

SOUTH Island Relief Care Listing 
CAREGIVER PHONE TYPE OF HOME 

Ryan, Melissa Kevin 250-642-3008 Regular/ 0-5 yrs 

Sabadash Sheila & Ed 250-360-0622 Regular/0-14 yrs   

Buhr, Darren Johanna 250-391-1878 Regular/0-5 yrs 

Morley Sandy & Bob 250-478-8490 Level 2/0-5 yrs 

Morin Heather& Bill 250-479-9975 Level 1/0-14 yrs 

Kitcher Julie 250-294-0275 Level 1 / 0-12 yrs 

Dyble Rob & Susan 250-642-5774 Lev 1 / 6-12 yrs boys 

Johner Lynette 250-474-4083 Level 1/ 2-12 yrs 

Adams Karen  250-652-0727 Level 2/ 0-12 yrs 

Batten Linda & Doug 250-642-2579 Level 2/ 0-12 yrs 

Moore Kelly 250-920-9206 Level 2/ 0-8 yrs 

Cameron Connie & Gord 250-385-4673 Level 2/ 0-9 Girls 

Case Sandy & Rob 250-478-2782 Level 2/ 0-5 yrs 

Beattie Kerston 250-475-3639 Level 2 / 0-12 yrs 

Shumard Laura & Steve 250-478-1973 Level 2/ 0-5 yrs 

Henderson Carol 250-474-7470  Level 2/ 0-12 yrs 

Hicke Julia & Mike 250-598-8457 Lev 2 / 3-10yrs 

Leippi Linda & Gord 250-665-6717 Level 3 

O’Leary Sandra 250-888-3316 Level 2 / 7-18 yrs 

Jane Foster  Barb Csinos 250-360-2900 Level 3/ 5-10 boys 

Fast  Kathryn  250-475-1838  Level 3 / 7m-7yrs 

Hayward Terri 250-590-5051 Level 3 

Fisher Heather 250-885-2776  Level 3 

Clifford Shandra 250-727-6542 Level 3/ 0-10 yrs 

Gerry David&Grace 250-383-0818 Level 3/ 0-12  

Dewar Maria & Bob 250-478-6503 Level 3/ 5-19 boys 

Cochrane Sue 250-385-6689 Level 3 / 6-12 yrs 

CENTRAL Island Relief Care 
  

Please Note:  Central Island area Foster Parents are 
encouraged to contact their Resource Social Worker, or the 
Child’s Social Worker when seeking relief care from Ministry 

approved caregivers. 
  

UPPER Island Relief Care Listing 
Cole  Jacqueline  339-6710 Level 2 

Anderton Ev & Warren 338-4064 Level 3 

Caine Naomi 898-8218 Level 2 

Smith, Karen William 897-3688 Level 2 

 

 
 

Join the IFCO 2011 World Conference  
CREW of Volunteers! 

 

The IFCO 2011 Conference 
Planning Committee is currently 
recruiting volunteers to help with 
the upcoming World Conference 
to be held in July 2011. (see pages 
16 & 17)  
 

This opportunity will be of interest to local foster parents, 
social workers, and other individuals involved in the Child 
Welfare community. (Must have a current, clean Criminal 
Record Check) 
 

We need people to provide volunteer services in the following 
areas: Translators, I.T., ambassadors, child-minders, workshop 

hosts, registration desk, information 
desk, runners, set up / tear 

down, certified First Aid 
attendants, and more. 
 

Please contact Sandy Case 
at 250-478-2782 or 
Margaret Howley at 778-

430-5459 to sign up and/or 
learn more about this 

exciting and fun opportunity to 
“Lend a Hand”! 

 



SOUTH Island Area UPDATE 
Prepared by Dan Malone 
T: 778-430-5460 E: svicoordinator@fpsss.com  
Toll free: 1-888-922-8437 

 
Child and Youth Mental Health Information and 
Training Series: Parenting/Care Strategies – 
Behaviour Disordered and ADHD Children 
Rob Peters, Mental Health Support worker 
facilitated this workshop for 21 foster parents on 
January 12th. Triple P Parenting was covered with 
open questions throughout the presentation.  
Trauma Informed Care was also touched on.  The 
handouts, presentation, and topic were well 
received with lots of hands on information for 
foster parents. 
    
Fostering 101: On January 25th South Island Foster 
Parent Association and Foster Parent Support 
Services Society held an information/ training 
session for sixteen foster parents.  The topics that 
were discussed were: Documentation, Life books, 
Youth Education Fund, and Agreements with Young 
Adults. If foster parents have any topics that they 
would like to see discussed at these sessions please 
contact Dan Malone at svicoordinator@fpsss.com 
or Sandy Case at slcase@shaw.ca      
  
Grief and Loss in Foster Families - Workshop: 
There was an all day Grief and Loss workshop on 
January 26th at the Highland Pacific Golf course, 
facilitated by Vicki Bridge.  This workshop was well 
received with 23 foster parents and MCFD resource 
social workers  in attendance.  Vicki Bridge created 
this workshop specifically to the needs of foster 
parents through a survey circulated in early 
January. This workshop will also be delivered for 
Central Island foster parents in February.  
 
Safe Babies Support Group – DVD Showing – 
Caring For Vulnerable Babies: On February 2nd we 
did a DVD showing of “Caring for Our Children – 
Caring for Vulnerable Babies”, with seven foster 
parents in attendance. This video is one of our new 
resources for the Safe Babies program and it 
includes sections on medical needs and treatment, 
developing attachment and feeding, careers 
experience, support and issues for older children. 
 
South Vancouver Island Retention Committee – 
“Working Together – Towards Making a 
Difference”: The South Island Retention committee 
visited 15 MCFD teams/offices and presented a 
power point presentation focusing on building and 
enhancing working relationships between foster 
parents and MCFD staff.  Both groups were asked 
by FPSSS “what they want, what they need, and 
what they wish for”, vis a vis facilitating better 
partnerships. The information gathered is now 
being collated together in preparation for a Forum 
for foster parents and MCFD staff in the Spring,  
 
Foster Parent/MCFD Resource Partnership 
Meeting: These meetings happen 10 months a year.  
They have been well attended and provided 
babysitting.  Foster parents are encouraged to 

come out to these MCFD run 
meetings where there is 
always Resource Social 
workers to answer any 
questions they might have.   
 
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
Mental Health Series: 
Foster Parent Support 
Services Society has teamed 
up with Child and Youth 
Mental Health Teams in South 
Island to put on a Mental 
Health Series, Clinicians will 
provide one presentation 
each month from January to 
May.  For a list of the topics 
please see the South Island 
News and Events in this issue.  
 
IFCO 2011 World Conference: IFCO is coming to 
Canada! And is going to be held right here on the 
Island in Victoria. It will run July 10th through 15th. 
Be an Early Bird and register before March 31st to 
save up to $160.00. IFCO 2011 conference 
chairperson, Margaret Howley has asked MCFD 
about subsidies for foster parents and has been told 
they are working on it—so watch the website at 
www.ifco2011.com for news and updates. IFCO 
hasn’t been held in Canada since 1997 (UBC in 
Burnaby) so don’t miss this opportunity. 
 
E-mail Distribution List: If you would like to receive 
notification of workshops, meetings and news of 
interest to foster parents via e-mail please contact 
Dan Malone, Regional Coordinator at 778-430-5460 
or svicoordinator@fpsss.com 
  
Ongoing Training: We continue to look for relevant 
training available in our community.  If you know of 
training that might be beneficial to caregivers, 
please contact Dan Malone at 778-430-5460 or 
forward them by e-mail to 
svicoordinator@fpsss.com.  
 

CENTRAL Island Area UPDATE 
T: 250-390-9686 E: cicoordinator@fpsss.com 
Toll free: 1-888-922-8437 
Please see pages 8 and 9 for Central Island 
information. 
 

UPPER Island Area UPDATE 
Prepared by Judy Hollywood Bonnett 
T: 250-286-0555 E: uicoordinator@shaw.ca  
Toll free: 1-888-922-8437 
 
Take a moment to catch up on events in the Upper 
Island over the past few months.  
To find out about what’s happening in your area, 
please ensure that we have your e-mail address by 
sending us a quick message to 
uicordinator@shaw.ca. 
 
NORTH ISLAND 
Foster Parent/MCFD Partnership Meeting, 
Fourteen participants, foster parents and MCFD 

staff, met on Tuesday January 11th to discuss a 
variety of topics from flu shots to training events. 
Annette took great notes; please contact Alex 
Szpakowski or Jackie Kervin to get a copy. 
 
North Island Foster Parent Gatherings: On January 
27th eight foster parents attended.  Jessica Charlie 
shared information about her role as Roots 
Program Worker for Sacred Wolf Friendship Centre 
and answered foster parent questions. A gathering 
was held on February 24th also see details in our 
next issue. 
 
The first Shoot the Breeze Coffee Morning was held 
on Tuesday February 8th at the home of Jackie 
Kervin. It was well attended.  Everyone enjoyed 
wonderful conversation and delicious goodies! 
 
Basic Behaviour course for Caregivers was 
facilitated by Valerie Ramchuk, N.I. Behavioural 
Consultant for Caregivers, on the four Wednesdays 
in February. Foster parents learned the ABC’s of 
children’s behaviour. Participants received a 
certificate after completing the 16 hour program.   
 
CAMPBELL RIVER and AREA 
Safe Babies Caregiver Training took place on 
Fridays in January.  Eighteen foster parents received 
the training from the updated curriculum. A 
number of social workers and community partners 
were able to participate also.  Thanks and gratitude 
goes to Mary Catherine for facilitating the sessions 
and to Laichwiltach Family Life Society for donating 
the venue. 
 
Foster Parent/MCFD Partnership Meeting, 
Thursday January 27th chaired by Curtis Cameron.  A 
variety of topics from cell phone policy to the 
current MCFD-RCMP AWOL procedure dialogue 
were discussed.  The Partnership is creating a 
subcommittee to address the recommendations 
from the September 2010 Team-building Report.  
Foster parents who are interested in joining can 
contact Judy at uicoordinator@shaw.ca. 
 
 

FPSSS Coordinator UPDATES:  
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Upper Island UPDATE continued… 
 
The Education Committee members were 
busy creating a new take on our annual 
Foster Parent Standard Training. Welcome 
to Debbie Weir who has joined the 
committee. Check out the Standards and 
Safety Fair announcement in the events 
section. 
 
Foster Parent Alliance on February 16th on 
the topic “Internet Safety". Information 
packages are available by contacting Judy 
at uicoordinator@shaw.ca or 250-286-
0555. 
 
An update session on the Many Nations 
Delegated Authority was hosted by 
Laichwiltach Family Life Society on January 
20th.  It was attended by about 20 people. 
Audrey Wilson and Debbie Weir described 
the process to date and answered foster 
parent questions. Appreciation goes out to 
the CR Resource team who helped pull this 
informative event together. 

COMOX VALLEY 
The fostering community in the Comox 
Valley has been very busy this winter. 
There was a “standing room only” 
information session in mid-January so 
expect to see some new faces at future 
fostering events.  We know they will 
receive a warm welcome.   
 
Safe Babies Caregiver Support Gathering 
met on February 22nd. As well as chatting 
and catching up, participants watched the 
DVD Helping Babies From the Bench which 
explores how courts are using the science 
of early childhood development as part of 
their decision making process.   
 
Big thanks go out to those workers who 
flexed in and out of the Resource Team 
over the past few months and to the very 
understanding Comox Valley foster 
parents.  We know the transitions were 
not always easy but your patience was 
appreciated. Welcome back to Donna 
Rushton.  We trust you are well recovered. 

 

 

2011 
Bursary  

Application 
 

For Young people In and from Care 

 
Bursary Guidelines 
 
Bursary Value and Timelines: 
FCSS bursaries assist young people in and from care with the financial costs of tuition, books, and supplies for post-secondary 
academic, technical or vocational training or academic upgrading.  This post-secondary bursary is available to a maximum of $2,000 
per academic year (two semesters).  Bursary funds must be utilized with 18 months upon notification that you have been awarded 
the funding. 

 
Eligibility: 
1) You are currently in care, a former youth in care either under a continuing custody order (CCO) or temporary custody order 

(TCO, Voluntary Care Agreement or Special Needs Agreement) or Youth Agreement in B.C. under the Child, Family and 
Community Services Act. 

2) You are a Canadian Citizen or a Landed Immigrant. 
3) You are under the age of 25. 
4) You are currently enrolled or planning to enrol in a secondary, post-secondary academic, technical or vocational program, a 

recognized public post-secondary institution, or a registered private post-secondary institution. 
5) Your education will lead to a career in the Social Service, Health, or Education sectors. 
 
Application Deadline: 
 Bursary candidates are asked to complete the application process by May 6, 2011. 
 

Please go to http://www.fcssbc.ca/youth-in-care-scholarship.php for details and application form.  

mailto:uicoordinator@shaw.ca
http://www.fcssbc.ca/youth-in-care-scholarship.php


 
Foster Parent/MCFD Advisory Meeting  
Tuesday, March 8th, 9:30am to 11:30am  
FPSS Society, 145-735 Goldstream Avenue.  
Our local executive meets with Ministry Staff to discuss issues and 
concerns that are presented to them by foster parents.  
If you have anything you would like added to the agenda please 
contact Sandy Case at slcase@shaw.ca.  
 
Lifebook Work Session – Show and Tell  
Tuesday, March 15th, 7:00pm to 9:00pm 
Wednesday, April 16th, 7:00pm to 9:00pm 
FPSS Society, 145-735 Goldstream Avenue 
Please bring your Life books to this work session and be prepared to 
share your ideas.  
 

First Aid Training  
Do you remember how to perform infant  

or child CPR? Is your first aid certification current? 
  
The Canadian Red Cross has revised their guidelines making it easier 
to perform CPR and potentially save a life. FPSS Foster Parent Support 
Services has organized an evening session with Alert First Aid 
(Canadian Red Cross certified) for a 4 hour emergency first aid course, 
including CPR for infants.  

 Wednesday, March 16th—6:00pm to 10:00pm 
3130 Jutland Rd. (old Burnside School) 
 To register: CALL Dan at 778-430-5460 
 $45 per person (includes a work book) 

 
Send cheques made payable to FPSS Society to hold your seat, before 
Friday, March 4th. 145-735 Goldstream Avenue, Victoria, V9B 2X4 
Upon certification, FPSS Society will reimburse you $20.00! 
Register early to avoid disappointment! 
This is an excellent opportunity to meet other foster parents and 
network. It’s also a great opportunity to get your first aid training at a 
greatly reduced cost. 
 

Safe Babies Support Group 
Wednesday, April 6th, 7:00 to 9:00pm 
FPSS Society, 145-735 Goldstream Avenue 
A Simple Gift video series from SickKids, “Comforting Your Baby,” 
“Helping Young Children Cope with Emotions” and “Ending the Cycle 
of Hurt”. Come on out and see our new resources for the Safe Babies 
program and network with other foster parents. All foster parents 
welcome! 
 
Coffee/Support Mornings  
345 Wale Road, Youth Room  
Wednesday, March 2nd, 9:30am to 11:30am  
Wednesday, March16th, 9:30am to 11:30am  
Wednesday, April 6th, 9:30am to 11:30am  
Wednesday, April 20th, 9:30am to 11:30am  
This is a great opportunity for foster parents to support and network 
with each other on a regular basis. Free on-site babysitting provided. 
  
Foster Parent/MCFD Resource Partnership Meeting  
Monday, March 7th, 9:30am to 11:30am in the Youth Room 
Monday, April 4th, 9:30am to 11:30am in the 2nd Floor Boardroom  
MCFD Office, 345 Wale Road  
This is an opportunity for all foster parents to meet with resource 
social workers and be informed of Ministry updates, staffing changes, 
policy changes, and have their questions answered. At each meting 
there will be a different guest speaker.  
Free on-site babysitting provided. 
 
Fostering 101  
Tuesday, March 29th, 6:30pm to 9:00pm  
(6:30-7:00 Meet & Greet)  
FPSS Society Office, 145-735 Goldstream Avenue 
SIFPA & FPSSS would like to invite you all to an interactive meeting 
with lively discussion on current fostering issues. These meetings have 
been very well-attended, and feedback has been good. March Topics 
will include:  
 Personalized routine books for kids –Sandy Morley 
 Asthma – Lewanna Unger LPN and 3rd year practicum student 
 Taxes – basic information from Canada Revenue Agency 
Please RSVP to Sandy Case at 250-478-2782 or slcase@shaw.ca  

 
Child & Youth Mental Health Information  

and Training Series 
March Session—Eating Disorders 

Facilitator: Amanda McCowan –Nurse/ Counsellor 
Wednesday, March 9th, 7:00pm to 9:00pm 

Foster Parent Support Services, 145-735, Goldstream Avenue 
The presentation on eating disorders will provide some basic 
information about eating disorders and the Eating Disorder Program 
in South Vancouver Island. There will also be an opportunity to talk 
about “what is normal eating” and what to do if you think a child or 
youth is struggling with their eating. To register please contact Dan 
Malone at 778-430-5460 or svicoordinator@fpsss.com  
 

Page 6 

Peer Support Service 
SOUTH ISLAND 

 

Friendly, non-judgmental, and confidential 
support to local caregivers regarding family issues, 

behaviour management guidance,  personal 
support, and debriefing.   

Whether you need an objective sounding board 
from someone who understands what fostering is 
all about or someone to help you trouble shoot  a 

crisis situation.  
 

You are invited to call Vicky  
at 250-661-3348  

Monday to Friday, 8:00am to 8:00pm or 
email at vbridge@shaw.ca 

Eating Disorders 
Facilitator: Amanda 
McCowan –Nurse/ 
Counsellor 
Wednesday, March 9th, 
7:00pm to 9:00pm 

Effects of Trauma on 
Children and Youth 
Facilitator: Manuela 
Bizzotto - MSc & CY 
Therapist. Tuesday, April 
5th, 7:00pm to 9:00pm 

Depression in Children 
and Youth 
Facilitator: Wendy 
Hamilton - Clinician 
Wednesday, May 4th, 
7:00pm to 9:00pm 

mailto:slcase@shaw.ca
mailto:slcase@shaw.ca
mailto:svicoordinator@fpsss.com
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Annual Easter Egg Hunt 
 

Saturday, April 23rd—from 12:00 noon ‘til 2:00 pm 
Goldstream Park (don’t forget a toonie for parking) 

 
Come out to this Fun Family Event.   

We will provide hot dogs, snacks, drinks for everyone  
plus an Easter egg hunt for the kids with goodie bag prizes!   

 
Please RSVP to nicola.mackay@telus.net by April 15th 

 
 

South Island  
Foster Parent Association (SIFPA)  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Tuesday, April 12th at 7:00 pm 

BCGEU Union Hall—2994 Douglas St, Victoria  
(Parking available in rear of building) 

 

Call For Nominations:  All Positions Are Open 
As always, we are asking for Nominations for all 
positions on the Executive:  

President  Vice President  Secretary  Treasurer  

Please send in your Nominations by April 1st for each 
position to SIFPA at conniecameronis@shaw.ca 
Please come out and support your Local volunteers!  
Let’s discuss plans for the next year, things you want to 
see happen, ideas, thoughts and comments!  Please 
RSVP your attendance by April 5 to slcase@shaw.ca 

Rock and Roll For Little Souls 
8th Annual Fundraiser and Dance 

Tickets on Sale Now! Ticket $20 
G.R.Pearkes Saturday March 5th, 7:00pm 

For tickets payment/arrangements or pickup of an auction 
donation, please connect with Jerry Tomlijenovic at  

250-514-7667 or jerry.tomljenovic@saanich.ca 
Questions?  Call Sandy Case at 250-478-2782 

mailto:nicola.mackay@telus.net
mailto:conniecameronis@shaw.ca
mailto:slcase@shaw.ca
mailto:jerry.tomljenovic@saanich.ca
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A Fond Adieu and a Hearty Welcome at the Nanaimo 
FPSS Society Office … 
For the past couple of years Mem Xavier has been diligently 
working in the Central Island, doing recruitment, coordination and 
support for foster parents.  It is with all sincerity we wish him a 
Fond Adieu.  Mem has decided to indulge his passion and dreams 
and has left us for Vancouver Island University to pursue the 
culinary arts!  So it is with mixed emotions that we say goodbye to 
Mem and we know that he will do a wonderful job in his new 
venture.  All the best Mem and keep in touch. 
 
And now we are very pleased to bid a Hearty Welcome to Steve 
Hancock. Steve is working with FPSSS to assist us in community 
development, retention and  increasing foster parent participation 
in the Central Island area. Many of you already know and love this 
guy, so I hope you will drop by the office and say Hello and 
welcome Steve to ‘our turf’!   
 

Notes from the RCG ... 
Hi, my name is Steve Hancock and I have just contracted with the 
FPSSS to work with foster parents in the Central Island.  I have 
been retired for the past year after an extensive (36 years) with 
MCFD and it’s many machinations.  I have been a resource social 
worker, resource supervisor, CYSN supervisor, community 
development coordinator, family support worker, financial 
assistance worker, protection worker, child care counselor----you 
get the drift---I haven’t been able to hold on to a job!!!  
 
Anyway, I am really looking forward to working with the foster 
parent community again, I have a great deal of respect and 
admiration for the work you do and the dedication you show, in an 
extremely challenging vocation.  I know that over the next while, I 
will get to know many of you and please feel free to contact me to 
chat.  The one thing that I can say I learned over my years in the 
social work world is that RELATIONSHIP is key.  
 
On that note, I am updating the Central Island e-mail distribution 
lists, and if you have a minute, and you are interested in receiving 
some updates etc., by e-mail, please send me your e-mail address.  
It will only be used for information purposes like workshop, 
training events, etc.  Thanks.  
Oh by the way, the RCG …. Random Community Guy!      
       
Different Spring Break Schedules: 
Spring Break is looking different for some of the four school 
districts in the Central Island.  So just in case you don’t send the 
kids off to school early/late here is the school calendar for the 
districts in the Central Island regarding Spring Break: 
  
SD.#68 (Nanaimo/Ladysmith) has a 2 week break:  
Last day of classes is March 11 and returning to class on March 28. 
 
SD.#69 (Parksville/Qualicum et al) has a 2 week break: Last day of 
classes is March 11 and returning to class on March 28. 
 
SD.#70 (Pt. Alberni et al) has a 1 week break: Last day of classes 
March 18 and returning to class on March 28. 
 
SD.#79 (Cowichan Valley et al) has a 1 week break: Last day of 
class March 18 and returning to class on March 28. 

Nanaimo Support Group 
102-6401 Applecross Rd, Nanaimo 
Steve at 250-390-9686 
Due to the March Spring break Nanaimo Support Group will not be 
meeting in March. The next scheduled meeting is:  
April 14th at 10:00 to noon  
 Lots to share about the LONG spring break … perhaps some 

debriefing??? 
 
April Partnership Event: 
The FPSSS and Nanaimo/Ladysmith MCFD are presently planning 
for a big Partnership event to happen sometime in April, however 
the planning committee, at press time, had not set an exact date.   
This will be an all day affair with lots of goodies—stay tuned!  I’m 
sure that you will find it pleasant to get together again with all the 
social workers, etc.  
 
A BIG Welcome Back to our friendly MCFD Resource Worker in 
Parksville, Bonnie Lamarche. 
 
Port Alberni Support/Coffee Groups: 
The Alberni Valley United Church on Church Street  

 Thursday, January 20th from 9:30am to noon 
 Thursday, February 17th from 9:30am to noon 

 
Parksville &Oceanside Support/Coffee Group: 
 For support group information, please contact RSW Bonnie 

Lamarche at 250-954-4737 

SOCIAL WORK WEEK in BRITISH COLUMBIA 
MARCH 7 - 12, 2011 

http://www.bcasw.org/Images/Posters/Strengthening Families.pdf
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Preamble:  When Marie’s son Mike called me to 

ask if I would say a few words today about their 

Mum’s involvement as a foster parent with the 

Ministry of Children and Families or it’s many 

other names of the past few decades,  I was taken 

aback.   I realized that I had known Marie for 

over 40 years. (As all of you here today will 

agree, not long enough!)  With your indulgences, 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank 

Marie’s family for giving me the opportunity to 

read to you some thoughts I have put down on 

paper.    

As I stated in my opening remarks, I have known 

Marie on and off, for much of my adult life. I first 

met Marie when I was an older teen and she was 

running a catering business at the pavilion on 

Newcastle Island.  In those days Newcastle Island 

offered a great place to party, relatively 

undetected , and had it not been for Marie and her 

hamburgers, many of us may never have 

survived—in those days we weren’t great 

campers!  It was there that I first witnessed 

Marie’s incredible talent for relating to youth so 

compassionately and in such a non-judgemental 

manner.  Although a young woman then, she 

understood caring intuitively, far beyond her 

years.  It would have been much easier for her to 

suggest that this motley crew of long hairs just 

move along, but she didn’t, she took time to get 

to know and engage us.  Many of us didn’t wear 

shoes that summer and that definitely seemed be 

quite serendipitous.  I have always remembered 

how she made us feel  important regardless of our 

position. 

As fate would have it, I started working in the 

child protection system in the mid-seventies and 

was fortunate enough to, again, cross paths with 

Marie—still no shoes by the way!  Marie that is. I 

had been co-opted. 

Marie was now providing care within the foster 

care system and doing what she felt needed to be 

done for children entering and staying in the 

system.  In those days, as some of you here today 

will attest to, late night placements were common 

place and it was the individual day social workers 

that would also do the after hour call outs.  It 

made sense that, as a social worker looking for an 

emergency placement, you should become 

familiar with those foster homes that can provide 

for the extraordinary emotional needs of a child 

being moved in the middle of the night.  Marie 

was one of those homes that, regardless of the 

time, the condition or the inconvenience, she was 

willing and able to do what was needed to be 

done for that child or children.   

If there would have been such a thing as SPEED 

DIAL or even cell phones in those days--Marie 

would have been #1 and #2 on my phone.  I 

remember a co-worker commenting to me that 

they felt that if we could only have Marie draft 

and teach some policy around the way she greets 

children into her home, it would be great!  I 

agreed but I think that I will touch on Marie’s 

thoughts on policy and procedures a little further 

on!    

I also recollect an era when I was 

fortunate enough to be Marie’s 

resource worker and we were 

trying to figure out exactly what 

model of home Marie should be 

running: Group Home, Assessment 

or Parent Counsellor Home, etc. At 

that time we were attempting to 

categorize the care system.  Well it 

really didn’t matter because we 

knew that she was going to do what 

she did anyway, but it was clear the 

administrative work that came with certain 

models, was not Marie’s thing and that is not to 

suggest that she couldn’t do it, merely that she 

didn’t see a need for it.  Sitting at the breakfast 

nook in her home in Cedar, I would try, on 

occasion, to explain the government policies and 

procedures around paper work, referral 

procedures and financial record keeping and such, 

but always at the end of our chats, I realized that 

most of what I had been yakking about paled in 

comparison to what Marie was doing with her 

incredible ability to connect and  care for 

children. She had an intuitive ability to feel 

children’s pain, fear and anxiety.  Mostly she 

understood what they were feeling and went 

about providing the nurturing and security that 

would help them grow.  Marie could have written 

texts on being PRESENT, both in the children 

and youths lives and their families’ lives---

nobody was exempt from Marie’s care.  This isn’t 

to say that there weren’t times when she would 

wonder out loud whether or not she was “getting 

through.”  I also know that over the years, her 

boys and daughters-in-laws asked her to consider 

what it was she was doing.  Most of the time to 

no avail and they just went back to supporting her 

in anyway they could. 

It wasn’t unlike Marie to call and suggest to me, 

or for that matter anyone who would listen, that 

the system just doesn’t make any sense.  The 

system being anything from, how youth are 

adjudicated in court to school suspensions; it was 

an opportunity for her to vent but always with the 

best interests of the youth in her care.   

She always taught personal responsibility and 

regardless of her nurturing style, Marie held the 

youth in her care to account for their 

behaviour.  There are dozens of examples of 

Marie’s trips to the social workers or probation 

officers offices to “sort out stuff”.  One of those 

trips found myself and the regional manager in 

the hallway of my office talking to Marie about 

the length of school suspensions.  It wasn’t more 

than 30 seconds into the conversation, my boss’s 

eyes darted southward and then at me—he had 

discovered that Marie had NO SHOES ON.  After 

Marie left, he asked whether or not Marie had a 

“condition”. I answered affirmatively,  yes she 

likes it.  We never discussed the shoeless thing 

again.    

For those of you who aren’t familiar with the 

foster care system, you need to know that it is an 

emotionally charged, complex and sometimes 

divisive entity.  It is a system that, because of its’ 

nature, often challenges caregivers to reconsider 

what they are doing, fortunately for many of you 

in the room today, the families of many children 

who have been placed with Marie and the 

community-at-large, Marie triumphed.  Her 

passion and commitment to our communities 

children were always more important, to her, than 

the SYSTEM itself and I learned a long time ago, 

she just needed us to get out of the way 

sometimes! 

I have a feeling this trait permeated her work with 

the Cadets and the BMX organizations, as well.   

There are really four major themes that run 

through my thoughts today. 

1) Marie’s unfailing commitment to her family; 

the 3 boys and their children and partners. 

2) Her unconditional caring for the children 

and youth placed in her care. 

3) Her unabashed disregard for rules and 

policies that she felt got in the way of being 

able to do what she did best-------care, relate 

and provide real opportunities to succeed for 

our children and youth.  

4) The bare feet!!!!!!!!     

Like all of you today, I am here to celebrate the 

life of Marie Davidson and all of the wonderful 

things that means.  She shared her family and life 

with so many of our vulnerable children and 

youth and their families.  She used her life 

experiences and common sense to help make our 

children’s world safe.  You know what they say 

about common sense, “it isn’t always that 

common” but in Marie’s case it was.  She 

supported and influenced social workers, 

probation officers, teachers, counsellors, 

clinicians of every description; always advocating 

and challenging in the best interests of our 

communities children.   

I loved her passion, her tireless work ethic, and 

the fact that she was always there for anybody in 

need.  

Most of all Marie was FUN.   

Thank you to the Davidson Family for giving me 

the opportunity to share my thoughts and those of 

the  local foster care system.  Our thoughts and 

prayers are with you in this time of sadness. 

Sincerely,  

Steve Hancock , RCG 

January 8, 2011 

 Remembering Marie Davidson 
Eulogy by Steve Hancock, RCG 
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COMOX VALLEY AND AREA 

 
Foster Parent MCFD Partnership Meeting  
MCFD Boardroom 
2455 Mansfield Drive, Courtenay  
Foster parents will receive a notice in the mail confirming the date 
and time of the next meeting. All foster parents, social workers, 
MCFD support staff and C&Y Mental Health are invited to participate 
in the partnership meetings. This is an opportunity to address your 
concerns, receive updates, discuss fostering trends and learn.  
 
Spring Training Events in the Comox Valley Planning is happening! 
Foster parents watch for more information in the next few weeks. 
Or contact your resource worker or Judy at uicoordinator@shaw.ca 
with your education topic requests.  
 
Safe Babies Community Champions Training 
Friday, March 25th   9:00am to 3:00pm                                                                                                                 
Wachiay Friendship Centre Society, B-1625 McPhee, Courtenay 
The learning outcome of this one day workshop is to introduce and 
describe the Safe Babies Program to community agencies and 
partners. It aims to raise awareness of the Safe Babies Program and 
to enhance the community network that surrounds these vulnerable 
infants, their caregivers and families. To register, contact Mary 
Catherine Bellamy at mbellamy@shaw.ca or 250-703-6135. 
 

Safe Babies Training                                                                                              
 Friday, April 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th  (Last four Fridays in April)                                                                                                              
9:00am to 3:00pm each day                                                                                                              
Wachiay Friendship Centre Society, B-1625 McPhee, Courtenay                                                                                                                       
Foster parents, social workers and community service providers are 
invited to join in as the revamped eight-module curriculum is 
unrolled in the Comox Valley. This training is required for foster 
parents who are or wish to become caregivers in the Safe Babies 
program. Please confirm your eligibility with your Resource Worker 
before registering for this program. To register, contact Mary 
Catherine Bellamy at mbellamy@shaw.ca or 250-703-6135. 

 
CAMPBELL RIVER AND AREA 

 
Strategy and Safety Fair ~based on the Foster Parent Standards                                      
Wednesday, March 9th  Drop in 1:00pm to 5:00pm                                                                                                                                            
Robron Centre, Gymnasium, 740 Robron Street 
Okay Foster Parents! This is the event you wait for all year.  Annual 
Foster Parent Standards Training with a twist! Foster homes are a 
unique and specialized population within our community.  They are 
held to a standard above the average family home in providing a 
safe, nurturing environment for children and youth who are in the 
care of Ministry of Children and Family Development.  The goal of 
the “Strategies and Safety Fair” is to ensure that Foster Parents have 
up to date and accurate information on as many Foster Parent 
Standards as possible.  The community groups and agencies 
presenting at the Fair will focus specifically on Standards relating to 
“Parenting” & “Safety”.  Standards such as Positive Parenting, 
Culture, Education, Health, Nutrition, Safety and Emergency 
Practices will be included.  Foster parents will come away from the 
fair with very practical ideas and techniques to incorporate in their 
homes.  Your youth and children are invited to attend and visit the 
booths as well.  The presenters have activities and goodies for them.  
Door prizes and refreshments provided. For more information 
please contact Judy at uicoordinator@shaw.ca or 250-286-0555. 
 

FASD Caregiver Support Group  
Tuesday, March 8th  and Tuesday, April 12th 

10:00am to noon 
Family Support Services—FASD Key Worker Office  
101-301 Dogwood Street 
Many of the children and youth placed in your care may have FASD. 
Join other caregivers parenting children affected with FASD for 
support, learning and sharing parenting strategies. The meeting 
room is child friendly, and refreshments are provided. For more 
information or to suggest a specific topic you would like to learn 
more about, please contact Mary Catherine Bellamy at 250-203-
0488.  
 
Safe Babies Caregivers Support Gathering  
Tuesday, March 15th and Tuesday, April 19th  
10:00am to noon—The Robron Centre                                                                                                                        
The Family Place, Room in A127, 740 Robron Street 
Safe Babies Caregivers are invited to network, support, brainstorm, 
and learn from one another. We will be digging into the Safe Babies 
resource bag and exploring the new materials at both gatherings. If 
there is a specific topic you want to learn more about please contact 
Mary Catherine Bellamy at 250-203-0488. The meeting room is child 
friendly. Refreshments provided.  
 
Joint Education Committee Meeting  
MCFD Office, 929 Ironwood Road  
Joint Education Planning meetings are in full swing. If you would like 
to volunteer with set up or clean up at the March 9th training event 
please contact Judy at 250-286-0555 or uicoordinator@shaw.ca.  
 
CR Foster Parent Alliance 
Relief Caregivers Tea 
TBC—11:00am to 1:00pm  
C.R. Family Services’ Conference Room, 487 - 10th Avenue  
Foster Parents and social workers are encouraged to attend our 
annual Spring Tea for Relief Caregivers potluck.  Please invite your 
relief caregivers for lunch.  This is a chance to say a sincere thank 
you to those people who support us.  With summer around the 
corner, it might be an opportunity to add a new name to your Relief 
pool. Watch for a poster outlining all the event details in the coming 
weeks. 
 

+- 

 

- 

Becoming a  
Foster Parent  

in the Comox Valley 

If you have a friend, co-worker, neighbour, or  
childcare provider interested in becoming a foster  

parent in the Comox Valley please have them contact  

Donna Rushton, RSW  
at 250-334-5820  

to learn how, and to find out about up-coming  
Foster Parent Information Sessions.  

mailto:uicoordinator@shaw.ca
mailto:mbellamy@shaw.ca
mailto:mbellamy@shaw.ca
mailto:uicoordinator@shaw.ca
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CR Foster Parent/MCFD Partnership                                                                                   
Thursday, April 28th—11:00am to 1:00pm 
MCFD Boardroom, 929 Ironwood Road                                                                                                                               
All foster parents and social workers are encouraged to attend these 
interactive meetings where you can participate in an open 
discussion regarding local fostering issues, training, trends, MCFD up
-dates as well as ask questions. The Partnership is creating a 
subcommittee to address the recommendations from the 
September 2010 Team-building Report.  Foster parents who are 
interested in joining can contact Judy at uicoordinator@shaw.ca. 
 
Campbell River Foster Parent Information Sessions:  
 Tell your family and friends…Campbell River Foster Parent 
Information Sessions happen the fourth Thursday of the month at 
MCFD office, 929 Ironwood.  If you know anyone interested in 
becoming a foster parent, please encourage them to attend an 
Information Session or invite them to call 250-286-7542 to learn 
more about fostering in Campbell River. At this time we are looking 
for homes to serve teens.  

If you know anyone interested in becoming a foster 
parent, please encourage them to attend the  

Foster Parent Information Session or invite them to call 

Deborah Weber, RSW, at 250-286-7542  
to learn more about fostering in Campbell River. 

FOSTER PARENT INFORMATION SESSIONS 
Call  Deborah at 250-286-7542 for date & time 

MCFD Office, 929 Ironwood Road 

Become a Foster Parent  
in Campbell River 

Foster Parent/MCFD Partnership Meeting  
Tuesday, March 8th  1:00pm to 2:00pm—MCFD Boardroom 
All foster parents, social workers, MCFD support staff and C&Y 
Mental Health are invited to participate in the partnership meetings. 
This is an opportunity to address your concerns, receive updates, 
discuss fostering trends and learn. Please contact Jackie Kervin at 
250-949-7397 if you would like to add an item to the Agenda prior 
to the next meeting or receive a copy of the past minutes.  
 
Shoot the Breeze Coffee Morning  
Tuesday, April 12th Noon to 1:30pm  
 9590 Scott St, Port Hardy 
Here's an opportunity for those foster parents who requested a day-
time event. Connect with other foster parents in a positive, 

supportive, informative and relaxed atmosphere.  Please contact 
Jackie Kervin, North Island Local Coordinator, at 250-949-7397 or e-
mail at odyssey@island.net for more information.  
 
North Island Foster Parent Support Gathering  
Thursday, March 31st 6:00pm to 8:00pm  
Thursday, April 28th 6:00pm to 8:00pm  
Mental Health and Addictions Office 
7070 Shorncliffe Ave, Pt Hardy  
Valerie Ramchuk, N.I. Behavioural Consultant for Caregivers, 
facilitates these evening gatherings where foster parents can 
network, learn, support and be supported. Foster parents and Social 
Workers are invited to attend. Coffee, Tea and desserts will be 
offered. Please contact Valerie at 250-956-3134 or 250-230-7164 to 
suggest a topic or a guest speaker.  

 
 

Becoming a  
Foster Parent in 

North Island 

If you have a friend, co-worker, neighbour, or  
childcare provider interested in becoming a  

foster parent in North Vancouver Island  
please have them contact  

Alexandra Szpakowski, RSW  
at 250-949-8011  

to learn how, and to find out about up-coming  
Foster Parent Information Sessions.  

SOCIAL WORK WEEK in BRITISH COLUMBIA 
MARCH 7 - 12, 2011 

mailto:uicoordinator@shaw.ca
http://www.bcasw.org/Images/Social Work Week/Purpose and Possibility - Justice.pdf
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This is an excellent opportunity to take a few moments to recognize 
our social workers’ commitment to the safety and well-being of 
children and families in our community. On a daily basis, our social 
workers make critical decisions, affecting the lives and futures of 
those they serve as they fulfill our mission of protecting our children 
and strengthening our families.   

They are dedicated advocates. 

Social workers make so many positive contributions to the lives of 
children and families day after day – efforts that are too often not 
adequately recognized. 

As foster parents and members of our community, each of us should 
take a moment to think about the challenges, decisions, emergencies, 

and accomplishments that make up the daily routine of our social 
workers. 

We need to thank them for their very important work in keeping our 
children safe.  Whether our thanks are conveyed formally or 
informally, we need to remember that a word of appreciation, 
sincerely expressed, can go a long way in acknowledging the gratitude 
and respect we feel for our social workers and the critically important 
services they provided. 

To each and every Social Worker in the Vancouver Island Region:  
“For all you do, we thank you.” 

Submitted by Margaret Howley 
FPSSS Executive Director 

March 7 through 12, 2011 

 

In Praise of Social Workers 
By Thomas Crossman 

Foster Parent December 2009 

 
A river of troubled children 

Go passing by us all 
The foggy veil that covers them 

Masks their wanton call 
 

So many signs of trouble 
So many signs of need 

Too many people turn away 
Who will get them freed? 

 
What kind of special person 

Would reach into a fire 
Grasp a hand, and pull it up 

To what do they aspire? 
 

Yet they ask not for recognition 
Nor for special praise 

They help the children recapture life 
In so many different ways 

 
In spite of all the protests 

In spite of all the cries 
They stay the path, they hold the line 

They continue to advise 
 

So many children benefit 
So many families survive 

Because of social workers like you 
Have come into their lives 

 
Dedicated to the hard working people at the 

Ministry of Children and Families, Duncan 

http://www.bcasw.org/Images/Social Work Week/Purpose and Possibility - Family.pdf
http://www.bcasw.org/Images/Social Work Week/Purpose and Possibility - Family.pdf


To REGISTER: Contact Eva Vowles toll free 1-888-922-8437 or direct line 778-430-5459 

BC FOSTER CARE EDUCATION PROGRAM: 
 

Series 1: 36 hours / 9 modules:  

Each module threads together core themes of teamwork, 
child and youth development, communications, guiding 
children’s behaviour, family support, diversity and inclusion, 
and the Ministry of Children and Family Development  
Guardianship Model. In many cases, modules will refer to or 
draw upon content from previous modules so it is 
recommended that Series 1 & 2 modules be taken in the 
sequence below. 
 

Series 1: 36 hours / 9 modules:  
S1 - 1 Caring for Children: Overview—3 hours  
S1 - 2 Communication Skills & Self-Awareness—3 hours  

S1 - 3  Effects of Caregiving—3 hours  
S1 - 4  The Child’s Family—3 hours  
S1 - 5 Observing, Recording, & Reporting—3 hours  
S1 - 6 Child and Youth Development—3 hours  
S1 - 7 Attachment, Separation, & Loss—6 hours  
S1 - 8 When Children Experience Abuse & Neglect—6 hours  
S1 - 9 Guiding Behaviour of Children & Youth—6 hours  
Series 2: 17 hours / 5 modules:  
S2 - 1 Cultural Responsiveness—3 hours  
S2 - 2  Aboriginal Children in Care—3 hours  
S2 - 3  Substance Misuse Awareness—3 hours  
S2 - 4  Intro to Fetal Alcohol & Neonatal Abstinence  
            Syndromes—3 hours  
S2 - 5 Suicide Awareness—5 hours  

 

To REGISTER for the next Series 
—WINTER 2011 CLASSES— 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please Call  
Eva Vowles, BCFCE Coordinator 

At 1-888-922-8437 

Code VICTORIA   PORT ALBERNI VENUES COWICHAN NANAIMO 

S1-1 Jan 6 Th 6:30pm-9:30pm Jan 12 W 6:30pm-9:30pm 
VICTORIA 

FPSSS Training Rm 
145-735 Goldstream  

  

PORT ALBERNI 
Abbyfield House 
3839 8th Avenue 

  

NANAIMO 
FPSSS Training Rm 

102-6421 Applecross 
 

COURTENAY 
CVChild Dev Assoc 

272 Third Street 

 

 CAMPBELL RIVER 
FPSSS Training Rm 

106-301 Dogwood St 
  

COWICHAN 
Cowichan / LS Duncan  

5766 Allenby Rd 

Be a student so long as you 

 still have something to  

learn, and this will mean  

all your life.  

~ Henry L. Doherty 

Jan 12 W 6:30pm-9:30pm 

S1-2 Jan 11 T 6:30pm-9:30pm Jan 20 Th 6:30pm-9:30pm Jan 19 W 6:30pm-9:30pm 

S1-3 Jan 13 Th 6:30pm-9:30pm Jan 26 W 6:30pm-9:30pm Jan 26 W 6:30pm-9:30pm 

S1-4 Jan 18 T 6:30pm-9:30pm Feb 2 W 9:00am-12:00pm Feb 2 W 6:30pm-9:30pm 

S1-5 Jan 20 Th 6:30pm-9:30pm Feb 9 W 6:30pm-9:30pm Feb 9 W 6:30pm-9:30pm 

S1-6 Jan 25 T 6:30pm-9:30pm Feb 17 Th 6:30pm-9:30pm Jan 10 M 6:30-9:30pm Feb 16 W 6:30pm-9:30pm 

S1-7a Jan 27 Th 6:30pm-9:30pm Feb 23 W 6:30pm-9:30pm Jan 17 M 6:30-9:30pm Feb 23 W 6:30pm-9:30pm 

S1-7b Feb 1 T 6:30pm-9:30pm Mar 2 W 6:30pm-9:30pm Jan 24 M 6:30-9:30pm Mar 2 W 6:30pm-9:30pm 

S1-8a Feb 22 Th 6:30pm-9:30pm Mar 9 W 9:00am-12:00pm Jan 31 M 6:30-9:30pm Mar 9 W 6:30pm-9:30pm 

S1-8b Feb 24 th 6:30pm-9:30pm Mar 17 Th 6:30pm-9:30pm Feb 7 M 6:30-9:30pm Mar 16 W 6:30pm-9:30pm 

S1-9a Mar 1 T 6:30pm-9:30pm Mar 30 W 6:30pm-9:30pm Feb 14 M 6:30-9:30pm Mar 23 W 6:30pm-9:30pm 

S1-9b Mar 3 Th 6:30pm-9:30pm April 6 W 6:30pm-9:30pm Feb 21 M 6:30-9:30pm Mar 30  W 6:30pm-9:30pm 

Code VICTORIA   PORT ALBERNI CAMPBELL RIVER  

S2-1 Mar 10 Th 6:30pm-9:30pm April 9 Sat 9:30am-12:00pm Jan 18 T 6:30-9:30pm Did You Know… 
 

What is one of the first questions you will be asked 
during a Protocol Investigation? 

 

Have you completed your BC Foster Care Ediucation 
Program Training? 

S2-2 Mar 8 T 6:30pm-9:30pm April 13 W 6:30pm-9:30pm Jan 25 T 6:30-9:30pm 

S2-5 Mar 12 Sat 9:30am-2:30pm April 23 Sat 9:30am-2:30pm Jan 29 Sat 9:30-2:30pm 

S2-3 Mar 17 Th 6:30pm-9:30pm April 21 Th 6:30pm-9:30pm Feb 1 T 6:30-9:30pm 

S2-4 Mar 22 T 6:30pm-9:30pm April 27 W 6:30pm-9:30pm Feb 8 T 6:30-9:30pm 

Page 14 

BC Foster Care Education Program Schedule  WINTER 2011 (January, February, March)  
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We invite any letters or comments. Please ensure your  
submissions are forwarded by the 5th of the month.  

 

How are we doing? Do you have Comments? Suggestions?  

Queries? Newsletter Submissions? 

 

Please feel free to contact us anytime at Toll Free 1-888-922-8437 
Victoria telephone: 1-250-778-5459 fax: 1-778-430-5463 

Nanaimo telephone: 1-250-390-9686 fax: 1-250-390-9687  
Campbell River telephone: 1-250-286-0555 fax: 1-250-286-0545  

or email us at admin@fpsss.com 

    

FPSS BOARD OF DIRECTORS NAME TEL—250 E-MAIL 

Chairperson  Sandy Case  250-478-2782 slcase@shaw.ca 

Vice Chairperson Diane Burrows 250-723-9779 burrowsdiane@hotmail.com 

Treasurer Nicola Mackay 250-744-4119 nicola.mackay@telus.net 

Secretary Jill Beech 250-338-1261 gildabeech@shaw.ca  

FPSSS PERSONNEL    
Executive Director Margaret Howley 778-430-5459 mhowley@fpsss.com 

Administrative Assistant Michelle Wells 778-430-5459 admin@fpsss.com 

Regional Coordinator Dan Malone 778-430-5460 svicoordinator@fpsss.com  

Central Island Community Steve Hancock 250-390-9686 communitydevelopment@fpsss.com 

Upper Island Coordinator  Judy Hollywood Bonnet 250-286-0555 uicoordinator@shaw.ca 

Pt Hardy Local Coordinator  Jackie Kervin 250-949-7397 nicoordinator@fpsss.com 

SI Safe Babies Coordinator Dan Malone 778-430-5460 svisafebabies@fpsss.com 

CI Safe Babies Coordinator Steve Hancock 250-390-9686 communitydevelopment@fpsss.com 

UI Safe Babies Coord & UI/CI Mary Catherine Bellamy 250-703-6135 mbellamy@shaw.ca  

Admin Ass’t (BCFCE Program)  Eva Vowles 778-430-5459 bcfce@fpsss.com 

PROTOCOL SUPPORT TEAM    

Team Leader  Dan Malone 778-430-5460 svicoordinator@fpsss.com  

South Island Joan Andersen 250-384-8510 jbburman@shaw.ca 

Upper Island Jill Beech 250-338-1261 gildabeech@shaw.ca 

Central Island Diane Burrows 250-723-9779 burrowsdiane@hotmail.com 
SOUTH ISLAND LOCAL        

President Sandy Case 250-478-2782 slcase@shaw.ca 

Secretary Treasurer Nicola MacKay 250-744-4119 nicola.mackay@telus.net 

NANAIMO AREA        

Nanaimo Partnership  Steve Hancock 250-390-9686 communitydevelopment@fpsss.com 

PARKSVILLE AREA       
Contact Sheila Bates 250-468-1739 sheila_bates@hotmail.com 
Contact Mariann Rathlou 250-752-2541 thetruth@telus.net 

PORT ALBERNI LOCAL       

President Diane Burrows 250-723-9779 burrowsdiane@hotmail.com 
Vice President Pat Messenger 250-723-3540 jetskimama@shaw.ca 

COWICHAN  LOCAL       
Group Contact Steve Hancock 250-390-9686 communitydevelopment@fpsss.com 

NORTH ISLAND LOCAL       
President Jackie Kervin 250-949-7397 odyssey@island.net 

Vice President Clarence Alfred 250-949-5777  

CLS Rep Connie Gibbs 250-949-7682 gibbsc@telus.net  
CAMPBELL RIVER        

Contact Erica Beech 250-286-0555 fpsscr@telus.net 

Contact Heather Murphy 250-923-6028  

COMOX VALLEY LOCAL       

Contact Ev Anderton 250-338-4064 wands2@explornet.com 

    

FPSSS Contact Information 

SOUTH FPSSS OFFICE CENTRAL FPSSS OFFICE UPPER FPSSS OFFICE 

145-735 Goldstream Ave 
VICTORIA V9B 2X4 

 

Area Coordinator: 
Call direct at 

778-430-5459 
Fax: 778-430-5463 

svicoordinator@fpsss.com 

Suite 102- 6421 Applecross Rd 
NANAIMO V9V 1N1 

 

Area Coordinator: 
Call direct at 

250-390-9686 
Fax: 390-9687 

communitydevelopment@fpsss.com 

106 - 301 Dogwood St 
CAMPBELL RV V9W 2Y1 

 

Area Coordinator: 
Call direct at 

250-286-0555 
Fax: 286-0545 

uicoordinator@shaw.ca 

 

MISSION STATEMENT: 
The FPSS Society is a CARF Accredited 

Grass Roots organization committed to 
providing meaningful and accessible 
support, education and networking 

services which will continually enhance 
the skills and abilities of foster parents to 

deliver the best care possible to the  
children in their homes. 

 
Funding: FPSS Society is a Registered 
Society that is funded through contracts 
with the BC Ministry of Children and 
Family Development to deliver the BC 
Foster Care Education Program, support 
services, networking, communication and 
on-going training opportunities for foster 
parents of the Vancouver Island Region.  

 
Regional Office Location: 
145-735 Goldstream Ave,  

Victoria, V9B 2X4 
Phone: 1-778-430-5459  

Fax: 1-778-430-5463 
Toll Free: 1-888-922-8437 

 

Websites:  www.fpsss.com, 
www.fosterhope.ca, www.ifco2011.ca 

 

Hours of Operation: 
Monday to Thursday: 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Friday: 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 
 

ISLAND CONNECTION NEWSLETTER: 
Published 5 times per year and mailed 

free of charge to all foster home & MCFD 
offices in the Vancouver Island region. 

 
 

Newsletter Compilation  
Margaret Howley 

Tel:  Fax: 778-430-5462 
mhowley@fpsss.com 

foster parents foster hope 

ADVERTISING? 
 

You can place an ad in this 
publication—for as little as $40.00 
per issue.  

 

Just contact Margaret Howley at 778
-430-5459 or Toll Free at 1-888-922-
8437 for information about our 
extremely affordable pricing.  

Some restrictions apply. 



 

Protocol Support Workers 
 

FPSS Society is currently recruiting 
volunteer Protocol Support Workers for 
the Vancouver Island Region. 
 

Are you ...  
 an experienced foster parent; 
 a good listener;  
 discreet and objective; and 
 interested in the child welfare 

system? 
 

If so, then you may want to consider 
joining our Protocol Support Team. 
Training and out-of-pocket expenses 
are provided.  
 

Please consider providing support for 
your fellow caregivers. 
 

Please call Dan Malone at  
1-888-922-8437 to learn more. 

Help the FPSS Society reduce their carbon footprint and printing costs by signing 
up to receive The Island Connection newsletter via e-mail. 

Just e-mail admin@fpsss.com with the subject line “Go Green” or call us toll free 
at 1-888-922-8437 and we will add your name to our growing e-mail list. 

You will continue to receive other important mail-outs the old 
fashioned way, but your newsletters will arrive electronically. 

 


